
 
 

 2017 Project Support II – Panel Results and Comments 

 FutureHeights 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: 2017 Heights Music Hop (HMH) 

Your Project Summary: HMH is a free, live music festival in 2 neighborhood-serving business districts in 

Cleveland Heights. Main-stage venues feature performances by regional acts, creating a fun experience 

for visitors and promoting the city as a premier entertainment destination. HMH 2017 takes place Sept. 

22 in the Cedar Fairmount Business District and Sept. 23 in the Cedar Lee Business District and features 

more than 20 major venues—restaurants, bars, retail shops, the library—with at least 2 hours of music 

each. 

Final Score: Somewhat. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided some evidence throughout 

the application that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $4000 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Samuel Sellers 
(Brooklyn, NY) 

Grace Kewl-Durfey 
(Fort Lauderdale, FL) 

Jared Shenk  
(St. Paul, MN) 

Lindsay So 
(Philadelphia, PA) 

Miguel Rodriguez 
(Boston, MA) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: Congratulations on such positive growth in 2015.  The support materials package provided 

good insight that helped validate the application.  Conducting the activities in two neighborhood-serving 

business districts definitely benefits the public, both residents and businesses, demonstrates the value of 

arts to creating vibrant, energetic neighborhoods.  Including letters of support from collaborators and 

beneficiaries would be helpful, especially if the content is specific about the benefits of the project. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: This proposal somewhat meets funding criteria. Although a very interesting proposal about 

the impact of art and culture against violence and neighborhood revitalization, the proposal lacks specific 

activities and is too general. The activities section of this proposal is spent describing the activities of 

season past and not the particular details for the project of this particular proposal. Who are the artistic 

personnel being engaged for this project? Being able to articulate in advance the artistic  planning is key 

and helps make grant proposals much stronger.  We get a general idea of the scope of the project, but 

lack some of the specifics, especially in the artistic side. On the proposed project budget,  the expenses 

are not clearly defined or listed in a way we can understand how the money is being spent. Which are the 

acts being contracted and their individual costs? What is the average cost per act being booked? Is there 

a headline talent being sought?  Nonetheless, given the number of participants engaged, it is obvious that 

there is a great public value to this event. For those reasons, the proposal somewhat meets funding 

criteria. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: The proposal to support the Heights Music Hop with CAC funding receives a "yes." Supporting 

diverse local acts in public performance with CAC funds benefits this community inside and out. The 

coalition assembled around programming reflects the organizational capacity to carry out the plan of 

action, as well as integrate various community institutions with the goal of stimulating commerce, 

economic recovery and family-oriented participation. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 4 
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Comment: Yes, this applicant meets the funding criteria. This is a great proposal to use music by local 

artists to build community in the wake of a recent tragedy. The focus on local arts and culture in a public 

space that is dealing with some economic issues is a great way to bring vibrancy to the community. I like 

that the organization continues to expand and grow the event each year, and past success shows that 

they have the organizational capacity to follow through with these plans. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: The applicant somewhat meets the funding criteria. The project is open to the public and 

welcomes all and will energize neighborhoods. The project demonstrates an evolution and interest in 

growth and improvement. Creative thinking and improvement is also indicated by Futureheights' plan to 

work with local arts groups, nonprofits and property owners to enliven vacant storefronts within the 

districts during the event. However, the project goal could be better described: enliven in what way? How 

does that relate to community? Additionally, the progress measures are for general success and not 

related to project goal. Lastly, is the goal a music festival or community revitalization? Focus on one 

throughout the application. While there is a public benefit, the lack of clarity in the goal and measures, 

and a need to further demonstrate the project's alignment with the applicant's community leads me say 

that the applicant only somewhat meets the funding criteria. 

 

 

Panelist 5 


