
 
 

 2017 Project Support II – Panel Results and Comments 

 MorrisonDance 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: In the Space of Dreaming 

Your Project Summary: IN THE SPACE OF DREAMING will be a collection of dances inspired by the 

indescribable experience of dreaming. Everyone dreams, yet no one can fully explain why. Through 

archetypes, physiology, symbolism, and imagery, dreams carry a fascinating space in our lives. In 

collaboration with composer Braden Pontoli, MorrisonDance performers will bring the visceral experience 

of dreams to the stage in this visually kinetic tour through the Space of Dreaming. 

Final Score: Somewhat. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided some evidence throughout 

the application that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $4000 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

      

Trey Hartt 
(Richmond, VA) 

Hollyann Vickers 
(Alameda, CA) 

Rebecca Berrios 
(Nashville, TN) 

Christy Uchida  
(Chicago, IL) 

Ruby Lopez Harper 
(Washington, DC) 

Andrew Goldberg 
(Miami, FL) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: "In the Space of Dreaming" will offer public benefit and artistic/cultural vibrancy by creating a 

"visual & kinetic" experience that integrates the arts with science and psychology. The organization has 

developed partnerships and relationships with other stakeholders that will collaboratively contribute to 

the project's success. A framework for evaluation and feedback has been created that informs the process 

and the final product that demonstrates organizational capacity to plan for and manage the project. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this project meets the funding criteria. Creation of new work always serves the community 

and is of public benefit. There are music and dance professionals engaged to lead the charge, 

demonstrating artistic vibrancy. The budget is well in place and seems realistic to plan and manage this 

project, demonstrating organizational capacity. A couple of small comments: 1) I wish the goal was not in 

and of itself, completion of the artistic vision of the project, but more about the affect the project could 

have on the community; possibly something measurable. 2) If I read correctly, $550 in Marketing/PR is 

anticipated to generate at least $1500 in box office receipts after a split; depending on what the gross 

receipts are, it could be a fantastic ROI and warrant a higher Marketing/PR budget (above $3:$1 for dance 

can be terrific). 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: MorrisonDance brings an innovative approach to modern dance, blurring the lines through 

unique themes and partnerships. The applicant's public benefit is through its contribution to the world of 

dance and to the artistic and cultural vibrancy of the Cleveland arts community. Their understanding of 

their audience is strong, and I wanted to know more about the audience the applicant hopes to reach 

through this new piece. The video in the supplementals was extremely helpful to understanding the 

MorrisonDance aesthetic and viewpoint. They have strong organizational capacity to bring this piece to 

life as evidenced by their budget and ability to garner local, state, and national attention. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: The project somewhat met the funding criteria. I appreciated the inclusion of stats and data 

to assist in defining their understanding of their community. I would have liked more information around 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 4 
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who the different populations are that they plan to reach with this project. It is clear from the narrative 

that the organization understands how to plan and execute successful projects. The professionals involved 

have interesting and varied backgrounds that appear to align with the intent of this project. I wonder if 

there is a way to engage the audience in the creative process through prompts online and I'm curious 

what their plan was for the internet-based conversations. The budget is clear and reasonable and the 

applicant provided sufficient detail to provide context and deeper understanding of the organizational 

capacity to execute this project. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this proposal fits the funding criteria.  Assuming that this project will be somewhat like 

'Area MT' at MOCA Cleveland as described in the attached video, it seems that MorrisonDance does a 

good job building meaningful relationships with other stakeholders (scientists and venues) and is open to 

the public and welcomes all, which all demonstrate public benefit.  It is helpful that MorrisonDance 

surveys its audience to know that 73% resides in Cuyahoga County, and it's surprising that the 

demographics vary widely depending on the performance, since I would assume there's a limited audience 

for contemporary dance.  MorrisonDance demonstrates artist/cultural vibrancy by employing qualified 

and diverse arts/culture professionals, and it's refreshing to see that others (in addition to the founder) 

have an opportunity to choreograph and direct. The survey data, reasonable budget, and helpful 

attachments all indicate strong organizational capacity. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: MorrisonDance somewhat meets the funding criteria. The project, titled In the Space of 

Dreaming, is a collection of dances inspired by the  experience of dreaming. Aspects of the project 

demonstrate the organization's desire to push boundaries (pop-up venues, unconventional 

collaborations) and show a potential to contribute to energetic neighborhoods. However, the proposal 

did not focus enough on the public benefit and public engagement, the main CAC criteria. Besides social 

media engagement, I would have loved to learn about how the organization engages with and benefits 

the public. I would have also liked to learn about how diverse communities are engaged and included in 

the performances. The organization mentions "inclusion rather than exclusion" but could definitely go 

into more detail of how that philosophy contributes to public benefit of their performances. Still, I do 

think the Space of Dreaming performance could be inspiring to the community and that some of the 

criteria are met. 

Panelist 5 

Panelist 6 


