
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

FutureHeights Inc. 
 
  
Your Project Title: Heights Music Hop 2018 

Your Project Summary: Heights Music Hop is a free, live music festival that takes place in 30 unique unique 

venues in 3 neighborhood business districts in Cleveland Heights, an inner-ring suburb of Cleveland, Ohio. 

Main-stage venues feature performances by regional acts, creating a fun experience for visitors and 

promoting the city as a premier entertainment destination. HMH 2017 takes place Sept. 7 in Coventry 

Village, Sept. 8 in Cedar Fairmount, and Sept. 9 in Cedar Lee. HMH 2018 will also take place in September. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application that 

the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Sean Benolken 

(New York, NY) 

Ernest Disney-Britton 

(Indianapolis, IN) 

Laurel Fisher 

(Nashville, TN) 

Elisheba Johnson  

(Seattle, WA) 

Brittnie Knight  

(Philadelphia, PA) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: The inclusion of numerous community partners and integrating across the Cleveland Heights 

neighborhood demonstrates a strong desire to host a festival that the public benefits from. Maximizing the 

community makeup of the local business to host a festival is an effective way to leverage the assets of the 

neighborhood. The goals and measurements show a strong organizational capacity and understanding of 

effective ways to demonstrate impact. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, FutureHeights is a community development corporation who has allocated 10% of its 

overall budget to arts and culture with a focus on “Heights Music Hop,” an annual music festival that attracts 

over 7,000 people. Their community is the “racially integrated, urban city” with a high concentration of 

artists. I think they could have done better in defining their community, but I liked how they will measure 

their event success through social media posts, and strong sales by businesses. CAC funds will be used 

to pay the musical acts at Hop. In their application, they have provided evidence throughout the application 

that funding criteria are fully met. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: FutureHeights has cultivated a diverse community and diverse funding streams to support their 

work--to support the community. The applicant has not only identified their community but the challenges 

they face as a whole and have offered a solution that allows local (30% minority and women) business 

owners an opportunity to drive business, traffic and showcase their offerings. This, paired with the 

performances in local and regional artists speaks to a fringe festival experience within their community. We 

have seen the positive impact of Fringe Festivals on the local economy in a number of cities throughout the 

world. They have showcased growth, and the benefits of their programming thus meeting the funding 

standards. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This application provides ample evidence that the funding criteria have been met. This music 

festival was created as a response to the disinvestment happening in their city. FutureHeights is responding 

by using the community's strengths to change it's future. The area has a high concentration of artists and 

small business owners that are excited to participate in this annual event. I appreciate that the event is 

entirely free, walkable, and you have built in community ambassadors assist attendees through the "hop." 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 4 
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This is such an excellent way to showcase local/regional musicians while generating revenue for the 

community at the same time. Very clear, concise application with excellent support materials. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This project meets the criteria of public benefit. I also appreciate that it is using music for place 

making and community engagement. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin  India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101  216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

