
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

MorrisonDance 
 
  
Your Project Title: MorrisonDance 20th Anniversary Showcase 

Your Project Summary: The 2017-2018 season will mark the 20th season of MorrisonDance sharing dance 

within Cuyahoga County. We will host an informal video screening "marathon" of 20 years of choreography, 

inviting guests to help us select dances to include in a culminating live performance included in the 

acclaimed Cleveland Public Theatre DanceWorks series. In addition to performing past favorites, a 

premiere piece of choreography will be devised with the current talented and creative MorrisonDance 

performers. 

Final Score: Somewhat. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided some evidence throughout the 

application that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $4,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     
Chanel DaSilva 

(New York, NY) 

Brea Heidelberg 

(Philadelphia, PA) 

Christie McKinney 

(Washington, DC) 

Michelle Polgar 

(Austin, TX) 

Dameun Strange 

(St. Paul, MN) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: No 

Comment: While I applaud MorrisonDance's 20 years of existence in the field, I'm not seeing how their 20th 

Anniversary Showcase is going to be of Public Benefit to the communities they’ve defined. Aside from the 

screenings in which the public would select the pieces they will perform, I found myself searching for the 

public benefit that their anniversary performance would have on their community. While performances in 

the community can indeed add to Artistic Vibrancy, I'm struggling to find how this show will impact audiences 

in a new and innovative way. I would've loved to know that MorrisonDance was going to offer free classes 

by the Artistic Directors as a way to say Thank You to the community that has supported them for 20 years. 

Or maybe a piece choreographed that involved members of their community (non-dancers) that would be 

performed at the 20th Anniversary Showcase. Meaningfully engaging their audiences specifically around 

their 20th anniversary performance would also add to the artistic and cultural vibrancy of their performance. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: The application meets the funding criteria. The supporting material was especially helpful; this 

is a talented collection of artists with a high degree of dedication to their work who have made a significant 

contribution to the Cuyahoga dance community over their tenure. They have forged strategic partnerships 

within the community which have helped them to build an audience and 'give back' in significant ways. The 

opening of their new space int the Osborne Industrial Complex suggests that they will be building new and 

exciting partnerships, and I look forward to seeing how that synergy will affect their future work. 

Organizational capacity and artistic vitality are strong. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: This project somewhat meets the funding criteria. While the project is based in the community, 

participation is limited to the dancers that are part of the company. The ticket charge associated helps keep 

the organization financially healthy, but also puts a barrier in place between the company and the 

neighborhood it aims to serve. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Obvious and clear understanding of the community. The plan to work with the community and 

make them a part of the project is well articulated. 

 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 4 
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Score: Somewhat 

Comment: The measurements for success don't align completely with the stated goals. The organization 

needs to articulate more concrete goals that can guide how the information gained from the measurement 

process can be used. The organization also needs to provide more detailed information about the 

communities they hope to serve. It is not possible to completely assess the relative public benefit of their 

program because I don't know if there is a need for the project within their stated community. Without that, 

the project just appears to serve the organization itself. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin   India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org      ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101   216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

