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Panel Review Guide
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The purpose of the Project Support (PS) grant program is to promote public access and encourage the
breadth of arts and cultural programming in our community by supporting Cuyahoga County-based
projects. During the panel review process, arts and cultural experts from across the country (who are
educated in CAC’s funding criteria) assess and score applications.

All eligible 2026 Project Support applications will be reviewed in a written online panel. All scores and
comments are shared with applicants and the public at the conclusion of the panel process.

Panel Review Process

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convenes a panel of arts and
cultural professionals from outside the region who read, evaluate, and score applications. Panelists are
chosen to represent a cross-section of professionals qualified to provide expert knowledge across arts or
cultural disciplines, as well as for their management experience, professional knowledge of the sector,
and prior panel experience. CAC staff make every effort to ensure that the panel is diverse in all respects.
All panelists receive an honorarium for their service.

CAC staff monitors the online panel review but does not score or provide opinions on applications. Staff
manages all administrative and logistical actions necessary to conduct a successful panel review: provide
panelists all documentation necessary to evaluate applications effectively; inform the panel in matters of
CAC policy and procedures; provide timely, objective responses to any panelist questions.

Scoring

Panelists determine a score for each application based on the following funding criteria:

e PUBLIC BENEFIT: An organization’s ability to meaningfully connect with its community through

its project.

e ARTISTIC AND CULTURAL VIBRANCY: An organization’s ability to create a relevant and engaging
project.

e ORGANIZATIONAL CAPACITY: An organization’s ability to successfully plan for and manage its
project.



Panelists will use the following scoring framework to score each application:

With an emphasis on Public Benefit, has the application demonstrated the funding criteria?

8-10 points: The applicant has provided strong evidence that the funding criteria are met.
5-7 points: The applicant has provided fair evidence that the funding criteria are met.

1-4 points: The applicant has provided weak evidence that the funding criteria are met.

Final Score and Funding Recommendations

The minimum score threshold for funding will be determined based on the amount of funds available
and total request amounts. Applicants who demonstrate weak evidence that the funding criteria are
met will not be recommended for funding. CAC will calculate final scores and notify all applicants via
email. Grant amounts are pending board approval at CAC's Board of Trustees meeting on Wednesday,
November 12, 2025, at 4:00 pm.

Questions? Contact a member of the grantmaking team.



https://www.cacgrants.org/about-us/meet-our-staff/

Applicants

10K Movement

Achievement Centers for Children

America Asian Pacific Islander Organization
America SCORES Cleveland

American Hungarian Friends of Scouting
American Slovenian Polka Foundation

Arts Renaissance Tremont (ART)
Association of African American Cultural Garden
Association of Asian Indian Women In Ohio
Babel Box Theater

Baldwin Wallace University

Beachwood Arts Council

Bedford Historical Society

Benjamin Rose Institute on Aging
BigHearted Blooms

Brecksville Theatre

Broadview Brecksville Heights Community
Chorus

Brooklyn Heights Service Clubs

Building Heights

Canalway Partners

Case Western Reserve University

Catholic Charities Diocese of Cleveland
Cedar Fairmount Special Improvement District
Center for Employment Opportunities
Cesear's Forum

City Club of Cleveland

Cleveland Arts Education Consortium
Cleveland Clinic Foundation

Cleveland Composers Guild

Cleveland Contemporary Chinese Culture
Association

Cleveland Grays Armory Museum
Cleveland Inner City Ballet

Cleveland Leadership Center

Cleveland Neighborhood Progress
Cleveland Philharmonic Orchestra
Cleveland Rape Crisis Center

Cleveland Repertory Orchestra

Cleveland School of the Arts Board of Trustees
Cleveland Shakespeare Festival

Cleveland TOPS Swingband

Cleveland Treatment Center

Cleveland Uncommon Sound Project
Cleveland Winds

Cleveland Women's Orchestra

Club Dominicano De Cleveland

Colors+ Youth Center

Community Cup Classic Foundation
Community Life Collaborative
Connecting for Kids

Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Railroad

Darl Center for the Arts

Deutscher Musik Verein

Downtown Cleveland Inc.

East Cleveland Farmers' Market Preservation
Society

Edward E. Parker Museum of Art
Empowering Epilepsy

Environmental Health Watch

Euclid Symphony Orchestra

Far West Center

Fashion Talks Foundation

Folknet

Food Strong

Fostering Hope

Friends of the East Cleveland Public Library
FromMe 2 U, Inc

FrontLine Service

FutureHeights

Gardening in the District

German Central

Golden Ciphers Youth Development & Cultural
Arts Center

Greater Cleveland Film Commission
Greater Cleveland Neighborhood Centers
Association

Harvard Community Services Center
Haus of Transcendent

Hellenic Preservation Society of Northeastern
Ohio

High Art Fridays



Hispanic Police Officers Association

Historic Gateway Neighborhood Corporation
India Fest USA

InMotion

International Community Council-Worldwide
Intercultural Network (ICC-WIN)

Jennings Center for Older Adults

Jewish Family Service Association of Cleveland
Ohio

Jewish Federation of Cleveland

Jones Road Family Development Corporation
Kings & Queens of Art

Lake View Cemetery Foundation
LakewoodAlive

Larchmere PorchFest

LEAP

Lexington-Bell Community Center

LGBT Community Center Greater Cleveland
Little Italy Redevelopment Corporation
LYLESART

Malachi Center

Mandel Jewish Community Center of Cleveland
Metro West Community Development
Organization

Midnight Art Club

MidTown Cleveland

Museum of Creative Human Art

NAMI Greater Cleveland

New Avenues to Independence

No Exit

No Surf House

North Pointe Ballet

North Union Farmers Market

Northeast Ohio Hispanic Center for Economic
Development

Northeast Ohio Musical Heritage Association
NuPoint Community Development Corporation
OCA Cleveland

Ohio City Inc

Ohio Selfie World Foundation

Old Brooklyn Community Development
Corporation

One South Euclid

Open Doors Academy

Pakistani Cultural Garden

PALS for Healing

Parma Symphony Orchestra

Phantasy Community Foundation
Polish Village Parma

Powerful Long Ladder

Reaching Heights

Restore Cleveland Hope, Inc.
RhythmiCLE Sound Tap Company
Rollin' Buckeyez

Schmooze Ohio

Seat of the Pants

Sew4Service

Shaker Arts Council

SHED Projects

Shore Cultural Centre

Slavic Village Development

Smart Development

SOS: Strengthening Our Students
Stella Maris

Stellar Acrobatic Dance Academy
Tender Hearts Crusades

The Foundry

The Gathering Place

The Harvard Square Center

The Land

The Meeting Place Learning Center
The Student Conservation Association
Thea Bowman Center

Tremont West Development Corporation
Tuskegee Airmen North Coast Chapter
University Circle Inc.

UpStage Players

Ursuline College

VIVA Bavaria

West Park Kamm's Neighborhood Development
West Shore Chorale

West Side Catholic Center

West Side Community House
Western Reserve Fire Museum & Education
Center

Western Reserve Land Conservancy



Westlake Chinese School Women in Film and TV Ohio
Westown Community Development YMCA of Greater Cleveland
Corporation Youth Challenge

Windsong, Cleveland's Feminist Chorus
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Meet the Panelists

Brittany is a self-taught photographer/visual artist, and also has
background experiences with financial analyst, case management, and
paralegal/legal work. She has served as an art grants panelist before
and has worked with multiple galleries and museums. She has assisted
with multiple film festivals and has been a contributor to multiple
magazines.

Brittany Alston, she/her
Charleston, SC

Liz Bayan is a half-Iranian artist, writer, educator, curator, letterpress
printer, and designer. They joined The Arts Commission as the Artist
Subgranting Coordinator in 2024. Before that, Liz was the Curator and
Director at The Neon Heater Art Gallery, Co-President of AIGA Toledo,
Instructor of Graphic Design at BGSU, and the Instructor of
Photography and Graphic Design at Southeast Missouri State
University. They got their BFA in Digital Arts from the University of
Oregon and a MFA in Emerging Practices from SUNY, University at
Buffalo.

Liz Bayan, they/them
Toledo, OH



Rem Cabrera, he/him
Kalamazoo, MlI

,! i

Karla Cénteno, she/her
San Diego, CA

Lisa Chang, she/her
Madison, AL
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Rem Cabrera resides in Kalamazoo, Ml and is the Grants Manager for

The Gilmore International Piano Festival.

Throughout her career, Karla has sought experiences that allow people to

see the world as it is while imagining what it could be. She has had the
privilege of working in arts at all levels as a museum educator, writer,
curator, director of education, and grantmaker. She also co-founded
allofus, an artist-run collective and online gallery.

Lisa Chang, MSW, Co-Director of Huntsville Bail Fund, has spent over
20 years working in development, community engagement, and
management for advocacy, arts, and faith-based nonprofits. With a
unique background in social work and engineering, Lisa brings expert
relationship management and a data-driven approach that is rooted in
anti-racism and anti-oppression. Lisa has worked for a variety of arts,
faith-based, and advocacy organizations such as Pulitzer Arts
Foundation, the Unitarian Universalist Church of Arlington, and the
Bloomberg School of Public Health. She has also served on numerous
nonprofit boards, including Prison Performing Arts, Encore Stage and
Studio, and the Microwave Dave Music Education Foundation.



LsShawnda Crowe Storm,
she/her
Indianapolis, IN

Sheryl Doabdes, she/her
Ellettsville, IN

LY
Jeff Garrett, he/him
Davison, Ml
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LaShawnda Crowe Storm is an artist, activist, community builder and
occasionally an urban farmer. Whether she is making artwork or sowing
seeds, Crowe Storm uses her creative power as a vehicle for dialogue, social
change and community healing. At the core of Crowe Storm's creative
practice is a desire to create community; any community in which the
process of making art creates a space and place for difficult conversations
around a variety of topics, with an eye to community healing. Crowe Storm
has an M.F.A. from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago and a B.A. in
mass communications and English Literature from the University of
Michigan. She has received numerous awards for art and community
activism including but not limited to a MdW Fellowship (2023), Power Plant
Award, De Haan Artist of Distinction Award, Art Place America National
Creative Placemaking Award and Creative Renewal Fellowship.

Sheryl currently works full-time for Indiana University Bloomington as a
writing/editing specialist in marketing. She also works as an adjunct
professor for the O’Neill School of Public and Environmental Affairs, where
she earned her master’s degree in arts administration in 2024. In addition,
she serves on the board of Off Night Productions, Bloomington, Indiana’s
women-led theatre company producing contemporary theatre and music on
off-nights of the traditional performance week. Both before and concurrent
to this work, Sheryl has worked as a professional teaching artist, director,
and performer.

Jeff Garrett is a grants Program Manager and ADA 504 Accessibility
Coordinator for the State of Michigan Arts and Culture Council. Previously,
Jeff served as the Director of the Art School at the Flint Institute of Arts. He
has teaching experience in Michigan Public Schools, has been adjunct faculty
at Vincennes University, Saginaw Valley State University, Mott College, and
was Head of the Art & Design Department at Crowder College. He received a
Master of Fine Arts degree in Ceramics with Distinction from Indiana State
University.



Sarah Gilmer, she/her
Pittsburgh, PA

Michael Greer, he/him
Bainbridge Island, WA

Deonté Griffin-Quick,
he/him
Avenel, NJ
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Sarah J. Gilmer is a Pittsburgh native with 10 years of arts administrative
experience. She currently serves as the Programming Manager at Kelly
Strayhorn Theater where she manages the organization’s Freshworks
residency for new performance, youth and family programming, and special
projects. Sarah previously worked with nonprofit organizations the Equity |
Impact Center and Pittsburgh Cultural Trust where she managed community
arts events highlighting local visual and performing artists. Prior to returning
to Pittsburgh in 2016, Sarah worked with Sydney-based CCEntertainment as
an event coordinator for music tribute tours throughout the suburbs of
Sydney. Sarah holds a bachelor of arts in economics from American
University and studied worship music and ministry for 3 years at the Hillsong
International Leadership College.

Michael Greer is a seasoned cross-sector leader with decades of experience
in for-profit and nonprofit organizations across the United States, India, and
China. As President and CEO of ArtsFund—Washington State’s largest
independent, unrestricted arts and culture funder—Michael leverages his
diverse experience to create practical and inspiring community solutions
through the arts. His professional background spans financial services,
manufacturing, performing arts, arts administration, and philanthropy. He
serves on several boards, including United Way of King County and the Puget
Sound Regional Council, among others.

Deonté Griffin-Quick, a New Jersey native, is a nationally recognized, award-
winning actor, arts administrator and consultant. He was most recently
managing director of external affairs at Artist Communities Alliance (ACA),
the international service organization for artist residency programs and
artist-centered organizations. Before joining ACA, Griffin-Quick served as
director of programs and services at New Jersey Theatre Alliance. In 2019
Griffin-Quick developed and spearheaded the New Jersey Arts and Culture
Administrators of Color Network. He is a recipient of the inaugural Individual
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Award from the National Assembly of State
Arts Agencies and the Discover Jersey Arts Leadership Award from the
ArtPride New Jersey Foundation. Griffin-Quick holds a B.A. in theatre with a
communications minor from Kean University and a master’s degree in arts
administration from Drexel University.



XXX ]

cuyahoga

arts & culture

Danielle Hamner is a passionate advocate for community well-being and
social justice. As a Licensed Independent Social Worker (LISW), and

Adjunct Professor, she brings a unique perspective to her work, drawing on
her background in both clinical and community-level social work. She is
guided by a core belief that a healthy society is rooted in cultural
engagement and creative expression. Danielle holds a Bachelor of Arts and a
Master of Social Work from The University of Pittsburgh and is pursuing a
Doctorate of Public Health (DrPH) at Tulane University. With her skills and
experience, she is dedicated to helping communities flourish. Her passion for
the arts is a natural extension of her professional commitment to building a
Danielle Hamner, she/her  healthy and engaged society.

Pittsburgh, PA

With more than thirty years of experience managing non-for-profit
organizations, Lenore is currently Executive Director of Woodcock Nature
Center where she is dedicated to utilizing the Nature Center’s incredible
team to connect the community more deeply to nature. Her previous
leadership experience includes twelve years as director of marketing and
development for the Westchester Philharmonic. Lenore has also worked in
fundraising and marketing for The Ballet Tech Foundation (New York City’s
only tuition-free public school for dance) and the Kaufman Center. Lenore
holds a B.A. in Dance and Psychology from Connecticut College and an M.A.
in Performing Arts Administration from NYU. A resident of Wilton, CT,
Lenore served on the board of directors at Woodcock before becoming its

Lenore Herbst, she/her executive director in 2018.
Wilton, CT

Cinzi is a musical dramatist/playwright whose works have been produced
around the U.S. and abroad. In 2010, she performed by invitation at the
White House. Besides numerous state and national honors for artistic
achievements, she was recognized by the National Society Daughters of the
American Revolution for her influence on American culture and was voted
into the National League of American Pen Women for distinction in both
Letters and Music. She is a fellow of the Royal Society of Arts. Cinzi’s
professional experience includes: Journalism, editing, teaching literature,
dance, theatre (acting, playwriting, producing), music (writing, performance,
teaching, recording, singing, and conducting).

Cinzi Lavi, she/her
Winsted, CT



Jo-ann Lawrence, she/her
Stone Mountain, GA
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Sara Little, she/her
Erie, PA

Ellen Milligan, she/her
Seattle, WA
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Jo-ann Lawrence is a non-profit professional with extensive experience
across diverse sectors including theatre, ballet, museums, healthcare, foster
care, early education, and disability services. Her core expertise
encompasses grant writing and training, grant making, annual fund
development, board management, strategic planning, capital campaigns,
and comprehensive program creation and management. Throughout her
career, Lawrence has served as manager of two African-American historical
theatres, directed a city-wide arts education program, and overseen a
healthcare grant making initiative. Lawrence holds a B.S. in Arts
Administration from Butler University and an M.A. in Performing Arts
Management from Columbia College Chicago.

Sara Little is a seasoned dance educator, arts administrator, and operations
professional with nearly four decades of experience in the performing arts.
A lifelong performer and choreographer, Sara’s early passion led her to
teaching as a teen and later to directorial roles with Footlights Theatre
Performing Arts Center, where she now serves as Co-Owner. Her leadership
extends beyond the studio; she has held key roles in marketing, program
direction, and operations at organizations like the Hagen History Center and
PACA, excelling in everything from budget creation and event planning to
website and social media management. A dedicated community advocate,
Sara sits on several nonprofit boards and is a graduate of the Jefferson Civic
Leadership Academy.

Ellen Milligan is Vice President of Grantmaking at ArtsFund. She has been a
member of the ArtsFund team since 2016, and before that, worked for
performing arts organizations on the West Coast and in the Midwest,
including three summers at Music@Menlo Chamber Music Festival &
Institute in the San Francisco Bay Area. She earned her B.A. from Ohio State
University. She has served as a member of the Seattle Cultural Accessibility
Consortium Steering Committee since 2021.



Lisa Much, she/they
Columbus, OH
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Tim Murphy, he/him
Denver, CO

Alicia Olivo
Pasadena, TX
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Lisa Much is the founder of Much Support Consulting. She has a broad
knowledge of Ohio, having worked in many corners of the state. Her
background is predominantly in community development with a specific
focus on Ohio, having worked for the Ohio CDC Association (OCDCA) for over
nine years and with Leadership Ohio for over two years. Before OCDCA, she
worked as a theatrical stage manager for theaters throughout Chicago and
Columbus. Much currently serves on the Ohio Women in Government
(OWIG) steering committee as the Communications Co-Chair and has
previously served on the boards of the Community Opportunity Alliance
(formerly NACEDA) and the Association of Fundraising Professionals (AFP) of
Central Ohio. She has a BA in Theater Management from Green Mountain
College and an MA in Public Policy and Management from the John Glenn
College at The Ohio State University.

Tim Murphy joined the SCFD staff in September 2021. A Virginia native, Tim
moved to Denver in 2011 and is proud to call Colorado home. Tim worked in
nonprofit fundraising for nine years at MSU Denver, The Colorado
Symphony, and The Center on Colfax. He received his undergraduate degree
in Human Services, Nonprofit Studies, from MSU Denver and completed his
Master of Public Administration at the University of Colorado- Denver. Tim
lives in Downtown Denver with his partner and their two dogs, Fisher and
Gladys. His hobbies include playing tennis, hiking, attending plays, musicals,
and concerts, and gardening.

Alicia Margarita Olivo is a Houston-based Mexican American writer-director,
arts manager, and weather enjoyer. As an arts manager, Alicia serves as the
Manager of Membership Programming at Benvenuti Arts, as well as a
Community Storyteller with Houston BIPOC Arts Network & Fund. Alicia was
the Texas Representative in the 2022-2023 National Leaders of Color
Fellowship cohort, and will be a Mid-America Arts Alliance Artist Leadership
Fellow in 2025. Alicia is currently a Writer-in-Residence at the Writers’
Colony at Dairy Hollow. The writer has also directed or assistant directed for
TEATRX, Rec Room Arts, Stages, and Wellesley Repertory Theater.



Penny Isun, she/her
New York, NY

Philip Rice, he/him
Mackinac Island, Ml

Susan Roll, she/her
Escanaba, Ml
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Penny Pun is a New York-based playwright, dramaturg, and producer. She
was born and raised in Hong Kong. She is an advocate for the AAPI, Disabled,
and immigrant communities. She is the Associate Director of Civic Alliances
at the Perelman Performing Arts Center. She has been an Adjunct Faculty
Member of Marymount Manhattan College since 2021. She has spoken at
performing arts industry conferences for leading organizations, such as
Dramatists Guild and Theatre Communications Group. She has also been
interviewed by numerous publications like The New York Times, The
Dramatist, and American Theatre magazine. Her plays have been developed
by Leviathan Lab, Pan Asian Rep, Rising Circle Theater Collective, and the
Tony-nominated JW Theatrical.

Dr. Philip Rice is a composer, poet, designer, community organizer, and
administrative professional with a proven record of over ten years
transforming communities, regions, organizations, and projects in the
nonprofit sector to drive prosperity in rural and urban settings. As a lifelong
artist, his work has touched nearly every sector of the art world and the
creative economy. Currently residing full time on Mackinac Island, he is
strongly committed to quality of life in Michigan and the Midwest.

Susan Roll is an Industrial Engineer with two decades of manufacturing
support experience in the semiconductor industry. She has experience in
engineering, marketing, and human resources. She has over 20 years of
management and training experience. After leaving the manufacturing
sector Susan created her own business coaching business in the rural Upper
Peninsula of Michigan. She added her love of arts and culture into her
employment world by becoming an arts administrator (Executive Director
for community arts center) and has been engaged in promoting arts and
culture locally. With over a decade of arts administration Sue has been
involved in arts and culture granting in Michigan as an applicant, recipient,
and administrator. Since her teens, Susan creates costumes and fabric
manipulation as a creative outlet.



Christopher Schram,
he/him
Kalamazoo, Ml

Michael Smith, he/him
Wexford, PA

Tasha Tavaras, si1e/her
East Point, GA
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Christopher Schram is retired after a 30+ year career in the non-profit arts
sector serving in executive leadership and development roles with
organizations in Florida, lllinois, and Michigan. He has served on grant panels
for the Southern Arts Federation, the arts councils of the states of Florida,
Illinois, Indiana, and Michigan, and the arts councils for the cities of Chicago,
Cleveland, Miami Beach, and San Diego.

Michael A. Smith is the Executive Director of The Fine Foundation, a funder
of arts & culture and Jewish life in the greater Pittsburgh region. Before
working as a grantmaker, he established a reputation for enabling bold arts-
based economic development projects through a career in institutional
development, most recently at the Pittsburgh Cultural Trust. Michael earned
a Ph.D. in English from Duquesne University, where he researched
placemaking, geocriticism, and the American railroad. He is published in
MDPI's Humanities journal and the St. John's Humanities Review. Michael
serves on the board of Northland Public Library and on the advisory
committee of the International Poetry Forum, the Franciscan Volunteer
Ministry', and on the Committee on Honors and Awards for the MLA. He has
reviewed grants for The Whiting Foundation and Cuyahoga Arts & Culture,
among others.

Tasha Tavaras holds both undergraduate and graduate degrees from the
Savannah College of Art and Design and was an intern with Fulton County
Arts & Culture's Contracts for Services Department before becoming their
CFS Contract Specialist. When not working to help support the Arts, Tasha
can be found gardening and hanging out with her husband and 4 cats.



Anna Tragesser, she/her
Kempton, IN

Tamara Williamson,
she/her
Memphis, TN

Lafayette, LA
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Anna Tragesser collaborates to amplify arts and culture in Indiana. She’s
been nationally recognized for artist entrepreneurship support while
working for Indiana Arts Commission, and is a trusted voice in arts funding as
both a career grant manager and freelance grant writer. She currently works
for Indy Arts Council, supporting both individual artists and nonprofits. Anna
is also deeply engaged in building understanding and creativity between
urban and rural communities. Her creative practice includes site specific
quilts, flags and banners. She holds masters degrees in public affairs,
nonprofit management, and arts administration from Indiana University.

Tamara Williamson is the development manager at the Children's
Museum of Memphis (CMOM). In this role, she writes grants and
newsletters for the organization, as well as writing the museum's
annual report. Before her role at CMOM, Tamara was the grant writer
for Shelby Residential and Vocational Services (SRVS), an organization
that supports people with disabilities.

CC Young is a writer (of fiction, screenplays, popular culture criticism and
creative nonfiction & the founder of Quitman Studios, a creative studio
designed to curate exceptional storytelling experiences across space,
technology & medium.
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Meet the Panelists

Brittany is a self-taught photographer/visual artist, and also has
background experiences with financial analyst, case management, and
paralegal/legal work. She has served as an art grants panelist before
and has worked with multiple galleries and museums. She has assisted
with multiple film festivals and has been a contributor to multiple
magazines.

Brittany Alston, she/her
Charleston, SC

Liz Bayan is a half-Iranian artist, writer, educator, curator, letterpress
printer, and designer. They joined The Arts Commission as the Artist
Subgranting Coordinator in 2024. Before that, Liz was the Curator and
Director at The Neon Heater Art Gallery, Co-President of AIGA Toledo,
Instructor of Graphic Design at BGSU, and the Instructor of
Photography and Graphic Design at Southeast Missouri State
University. They got their BFA in Digital Arts from the University of
Oregon and a MFA in Emerging Practices from SUNY, University at
Buffalo.

Liz Bayan, they/them
Toledo, OH



Rem Cabrera, he/him
Kalamazoo, MlI
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Karla Cénteno, she/her
San Diego, CA

Lisa Chang, she/her
Madison, AL
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Rem Cabrera resides in Kalamazoo, Ml and is the Grants Manager for

The Gilmore International Piano Festival.

Throughout her career, Karla has sought experiences that allow people to

see the world as it is while imagining what it could be. She has had the
privilege of working in arts at all levels as a museum educator, writer,
curator, director of education, and grantmaker. She also co-founded
allofus, an artist-run collective and online gallery.

Lisa Chang, MSW, Co-Director of Huntsville Bail Fund, has spent over
20 years working in development, community engagement, and
management for advocacy, arts, and faith-based nonprofits. With a
unique background in social work and engineering, Lisa brings expert
relationship management and a data-driven approach that is rooted in
anti-racism and anti-oppression. Lisa has worked for a variety of arts,
faith-based, and advocacy organizations such as Pulitzer Arts
Foundation, the Unitarian Universalist Church of Arlington, and the
Bloomberg School of Public Health. She has also served on numerous
nonprofit boards, including Prison Performing Arts, Encore Stage and
Studio, and the Microwave Dave Music Education Foundation.



LsShawnda Crowe Storm,
she/her
Indianapolis, IN

Sheryl Doabdes, she/her
Ellettsville, IN

LY
Jeff Garrett, he/him
Davison, Ml
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LaShawnda Crowe Storm is an artist, activist, community builder and
occasionally an urban farmer. Whether she is making artwork or sowing
seeds, Crowe Storm uses her creative power as a vehicle for dialogue, social
change and community healing. At the core of Crowe Storm's creative
practice is a desire to create community; any community in which the
process of making art creates a space and place for difficult conversations
around a variety of topics, with an eye to community healing. Crowe Storm
has an M.F.A. from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago and a B.A. in
mass communications and English Literature from the University of
Michigan. She has received numerous awards for art and community
activism including but not limited to a MdW Fellowship (2023), Power Plant
Award, De Haan Artist of Distinction Award, Art Place America National
Creative Placemaking Award and Creative Renewal Fellowship.

Sheryl currently works full-time for Indiana University Bloomington as a
writing/editing specialist in marketing. She also works as an adjunct
professor for the O’Neill School of Public and Environmental Affairs, where
she earned her master’s degree in arts administration in 2024. In addition,
she serves on the board of Off Night Productions, Bloomington, Indiana’s
women-led theatre company producing contemporary theatre and music on
off-nights of the traditional performance week. Both before and concurrent
to this work, Sheryl has worked as a professional teaching artist, director,
and performer.

Jeff Garrett is a grants Program Manager and ADA 504 Accessibility
Coordinator for the State of Michigan Arts and Culture Council. Previously,
Jeff served as the Director of the Art School at the Flint Institute of Arts. He
has teaching experience in Michigan Public Schools, has been adjunct faculty
at Vincennes University, Saginaw Valley State University, Mott College, and
was Head of the Art & Design Department at Crowder College. He received a
Master of Fine Arts degree in Ceramics with Distinction from Indiana State
University.



Sarah Gilmer, she/her
Pittsburgh, PA

Michael Greer, he/him
Bainbridge Island, WA

Deonté Griffin-Quick,
he/him
Avenel, NJ
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Sarah J. Gilmer is a Pittsburgh native with 10 years of arts administrative
experience. She currently serves as the Programming Manager at Kelly
Strayhorn Theater where she manages the organization’s Freshworks
residency for new performance, youth and family programming, and special
projects. Sarah previously worked with nonprofit organizations the Equity |
Impact Center and Pittsburgh Cultural Trust where she managed community
arts events highlighting local visual and performing artists. Prior to returning
to Pittsburgh in 2016, Sarah worked with Sydney-based CCEntertainment as
an event coordinator for music tribute tours throughout the suburbs of
Sydney. Sarah holds a bachelor of arts in economics from American
University and studied worship music and ministry for 3 years at the Hillsong
International Leadership College.

Michael Greer is a seasoned cross-sector leader with decades of experience
in for-profit and nonprofit organizations across the United States, India, and
China. As President and CEO of ArtsFund—Washington State’s largest
independent, unrestricted arts and culture funder—Michael leverages his
diverse experience to create practical and inspiring community solutions
through the arts. His professional background spans financial services,
manufacturing, performing arts, arts administration, and philanthropy. He
serves on several boards, including United Way of King County and the Puget
Sound Regional Council, among others.

Deonté Griffin-Quick, a New Jersey native, is a nationally recognized, award-
winning actor, arts administrator and consultant. He was most recently
managing director of external affairs at Artist Communities Alliance (ACA),
the international service organization for artist residency programs and
artist-centered organizations. Before joining ACA, Griffin-Quick served as
director of programs and services at New Jersey Theatre Alliance. In 2019
Griffin-Quick developed and spearheaded the New Jersey Arts and Culture
Administrators of Color Network. He is a recipient of the inaugural Individual
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Award from the National Assembly of State
Arts Agencies and the Discover Jersey Arts Leadership Award from the
ArtPride New Jersey Foundation. Griffin-Quick holds a B.A. in theatre with a
communications minor from Kean University and a master’s degree in arts
administration from Drexel University.



Danielle Hamner, she/her
Pittsburgh, PA
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Danielle Hamner is a passionate advocate for community well-being and
social justice. As a Licensed Independent Social Worker (LISW), and

Adjunct Professor, she brings a unique perspective to her work, drawing on
her background in both clinical and community-level social work. She is
guided by a core belief that a healthy society is rooted in cultural
engagement and creative expression. Danielle holds a Bachelor of Arts and a
Master of Social Work from The University of Pittsburgh and is pursuing a
Doctorate of Public Health (DrPH) at Tulane University. With her skills and
experience, she is dedicated to helping communities flourish. Her passion for
the arts is a natural extension of her professional commitment to building a
healthy and engaged society.

Cinzi is a musical dramatist/playwright whose works have been produced
around the U.S. and abroad. In 2010, she performed by invitation at the
White House. Besides numerous state and national honors for artistic
achievements, she was recognized by the National Society Daughters of the
American Revolution for her influence on American culture and was voted
into the National League of American Pen Women for distinction in both
Letters and Music. She is a fellow of the Royal Society of Arts. Cinzi’s
professional experience includes: Journalism, editing, teaching literature,
dance, theatre (acting, playwriting, producing), music (writing, performance,
teaching, recording, singing, and conducting).

Jo-ann Lawrence is a non-profit professional with extensive experience
across diverse sectors including theatre, ballet, museums, healthcare, foster
care, early education, and disability services. Her core expertise
encompasses grant writing and training, grant making, annual fund
development, board management, strategic planning, capital campaigns,
and comprehensive program creation and management. Throughout her
career, Lawrence has served as manager of two African-American historical
theatres, directed a city-wide arts education program, and overseen a
healthcare grant making initiative. Lawrence holds a B.S. in Arts
Administration from Butler University and an M.A. in Performing Arts
Management from Columbia College Chicago.
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Ellen Milligan is Vice President of Grantmaking at ArtsFund. She has been a
member of the ArtsFund team since 2016, and before that, worked for
performing arts organizations on the West Coast and in the Midwest,
including three summers at Music@Menlo Chamber Music Festival &
Institute in the San Francisco Bay Area. She earned her B.A. from Ohio State
University. She has served as a member of the Seattle Cultural Accessibility
Consortium Steering Committee since 2021.

Lisa Much is the founder of Much Support Consulting. She has a broad
knowledge of Ohio, having worked in many corners of the state. Her
background is predominantly in community development with a specific
focus on Ohio, having worked for the Ohio CDC Association (OCDCA) for over
nine years and with Leadership Ohio for over two years. Before OCDCA, she
worked as a theatrical stage manager for theaters throughout Chicago and
Columbus. Much currently serves on the Ohio Women in Government
(OWIG) steering committee as the Communications Co-Chair and has
previously served on the boards of the Community Opportunity Alliance
(formerly NACEDA) and the Association of Fundraising Professionals (AFP) of
Central Ohio. She has a BA in Theater Management from Green Mountain
College and an MA in Public Policy and Management from the John Glenn
College at The Ohio State University.

Tim Murphy joined the SCFD staff in September 2021. A Virginia native, Tim
moved to Denver in 2011 and is proud to call Colorado home. Tim worked in
nonprofit fundraising for nine years at MSU Denver, The Colorado
Symphony, and The Center on Colfax. He received his undergraduate degree
in Human Services, Nonprofit Studies, from MSU Denver and completed his
Master of Public Administration at the University of Colorado- Denver. Tim
lives in Downtown Denver with his partner and their two dogs, Fisher and
Gladys. His hobbies include playing tennis, hiking, attending plays, musicals,
and concerts, and gardening.
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Alicia Margarita Olivo is a Houston-based Mexican American writer-director,
arts manager, and weather enjoyer. As an arts manager, Alicia serves as the
Manager of Membership Programming at Benvenuti Arts, as well as a
Community Storyteller with Houston BIPOC Arts Network & Fund. Alicia was
the Texas Representative in the 2022-2023 National Leaders of Color
Fellowship cohort, and will be a Mid-America Arts Alliance Artist Leadership
Fellow in 2025. Alicia is currently a Writer-in-Residence at the Writers’
Colony at Dairy Hollow. The writer has also directed or assistant directed for
TEATRX, Rec Room Arts, Stages, and Wellesley Repertory Theater.

Penny Pun is a New York-based playwright, dramaturg, and producer. She
was born and raised in Hong Kong. She is an advocate for the AAPI, Disabled,
and immigrant communities. She is the Associate Director of Civic Alliances
at the Perelman Performing Arts Center. She has been an Adjunct Faculty
Member of Marymount Manhattan College since 2021. She has spoken at
performing arts industry conferences for leading organizations, such as
Dramatists Guild and Theatre Communications Group. She has also been
interviewed by numerous publications like The New York Times, The
Dramatist, and American Theatre magazine. Her plays have been developed
by Leviathan Lab, Pan Asian Rep, Rising Circle Theater Collective, and the
Tony-nominated JW Theatrical.

Dr. Philip Rice is a composer, poet, designer, community organizer, and
administrative professional with a proven record of over ten years
transforming communities, regions, organizations, and projects in the
nonprofit sector to drive prosperity in rural and urban settings. As a lifelong
artist, his work has touched nearly every sector of the art world and the
creative economy. Currently residing full time on Mackinac Island, he is
strongly committed to quality of life in Michigan and the Midwest.
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Susan Roll is an Industrial Engineer with two decades of manufacturing
support experience in the semiconductor industry. She has experience in
engineering, marketing, and human resources. She has over 20 years of
management and training experience. After leaving the manufacturing
sector Susan created her own business coaching business in the rural Upper
Peninsula of Michigan. She added her love of arts and culture into her
employment world by becoming an arts administrator (Executive Director
for community arts center) and has been engaged in promoting arts and
culture locally. With over a decade of arts administration Sue has been
involved in arts and culture granting in Michigan as an applicant, recipient,
and administrator. Since her teens, Susan creates costumes and fabric
manipulation as a creative outlet.

Christopher Schram is retired after a 30+ year career in the non-profit arts
sector serving in executive leadership and development roles with
organizations in Florida, lllinois, and Michigan. He has served on grant panels
for the Southern Arts Federation, the arts councils of the states of Florida,
Illinois, Indiana, and Michigan, and the arts councils for the cities of Chicago,
Cleveland, Miami Beach, and San Diego.

Michael A. Smith is the Executive Director of The Fine Foundation, a funder
of arts & culture and Jewish life in the greater Pittsburgh region. Before
working as a grantmaker, he established a reputation for enabling bold arts-
based economic development projects through a career in institutional
development, most recently at the Pittsburgh Cultural Trust. Michael earned
a Ph.D. in English from Duquesne University, where he researched
placemaking, geocriticism, and the American railroad. He is published in
MDPI's Humanities journal and the St. John's Humanities Review. Michael
serves on the board of Northland Public Library and on the advisory
committee of the International Poetry Forum, the Franciscan Volunteer
Ministry', and on the Committee on Honors and Awards for the MLA. He has
reviewed grants for The Whiting Foundation and Cuyahoga Arts & Culture,
among others.
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Tasha Tavaras holds both undergraduate and graduate degrees from the
Savannah College of Art and Design and was an intern with Fulton County
Arts & Culture's Contracts for Services Department before becoming their
CFS Contract Specialist. When not working to help support the Arts, Tasha
can be found gardening and hanging out with her husband and 4 cats.

Anna Tragesser collaborates to amplify arts and culture in Indiana. She’s
been nationally recognized for artist entrepreneurship support while
working for Indiana Arts Commission, and is a trusted voice in arts funding as
both a career grant manager and freelance grant writer. She currently works
for Indy Arts Council, supporting both individual artists and nonprofits. Anna
is also deeply engaged in building understanding and creativity between
urban and rural communities. Her creative practice includes site specific
quilts, flags and banners. She holds masters degrees in public affairs,
nonprofit management, and arts administration from Indiana University.

Tamara Williamson is the development manager at the Children's
Museum of Memphis (CMOM). In this role, she writes grants and
newsletters for the organization, as well as writing the museum's
annual report. Before her role at CMOM, Tamara was the grant writer
for Shelby Residential and Vocational Services (SRVS), an organization
that supports people with disabilities.

CC Young is a writer (of fiction, screenplays, popular culture criticism and
creative nonfiction & the founder of Quitman Studios, a creative studio
designed to curate exceptional storytelling experiences across space,
technology & medium.



